
 

Indoor Officials Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Question 1: During a substitution, do both the R1 and R2 show the 

substitution signal? 

Question 2: If the coach is disqualified during the first set and there 

is no assistant coach, may the team captain submit line-up sheets 

between sets, or will the team lose the match by default? 

Question 3: What colour is the belt for Volleyball Canada referees? 

Question 4: Are players permitted to wear Medic Alert bracelets?  



 

Question5: Who blows the whistle for net infractions committed on 

the attacker’s side? 

Question 6: If the setter has clearly released the ball and then 

contacts the net on his/her way down, is it a fault? 

Question 7: If an attacker hits the ball and upon landing, 

intentionally grabs the bottom of the net to avoid going across the 

centre line (and this does not affect the play), is this a net fault?

Question 8: Which signal is used when the server commits a foot 

fault? 

Question 9: Can a Libero fault be called if the Libero player’s “set” 

was done using the knuckles, a fist, or a clean “beach dig” in his or 

her front zone?



 

Question 10: Can a blocker be called for “illegally penetrating the 

opponent’s space” if he blocks the opposing setter’s view of the ball 

for a moment, but does not contact the ball nor the setter’s hands? 

Question 11: Where does the second referee stand during time-

outs? 

Question 12: When the first referee signals a service fault, does the 

second referee mimic this signal? 

Question 13: A side-out rally is completed after the incorrect server 

served the ball. Can the point(s) served by the incorrect server still 

be cancelled? 

Question14: Do the line judges wear their badges? 

Question 15: During the match, a coach, while standing near the 

sideline giving instructions to his/her players, is obstructing the 

view of the line judge. What is the response by the referees?



 

Question 16: Where is the coach allowed to move in respect to the 

sideline? 

Question 17: Do you, as the 2nd referee, keep the whistle in your 

mouth during the procedure for substitutions, or do you remove the 

whistle from your mouth and speak to the scorer?

Question 18: When must the line-up be submitted to the 2nd 

official? 

Question 19: Is R1 required to show the time out signal when a 

timeout is called?



 

Question 20: When R1 calls a net fault, does R2 repeat the net 

signal?  

Yes. 

Question 21: When R2 calls a net fault, does R1 repeat the net 

signal?  

Question 22: In the deciding set, what does the R2 use to check the 

player positions (lineups) on the court?

Question 23: At the end of the set how many whistles are blown by 

R1?

Question 24: At the end of the 4th set when the score in sets is 2-2, 

does R1 dismiss the teams from the stand or from the floor? 

Question 25: What is the post-game protocol for 1st and 2nd 

referee?

Question 26: Does the screen rule still exist? 



 

Question 27: When a team illegally substitutes a player – at what 

point does the scorer alert the 2nd referee?

Question 28: Does the R1 initial the Remarks section and Sanction 

section while verifying the score sheet at the end of a match? 

Question 29: The ball is driven into the net on Team A’s side. The 

player from Team B puts his hands up to redirect the ball driven 

into the net preventing Team A from having a play on the ball. 

What is the signal for the fault committed on Team B?



 

Question 30: The first contact from Team A is a poor one and the 

ball is travelling into the opponent’s free zone totally or partially 

through the external space. A player from Team A is running 

towards the ball to play the ball back through the external space 

and while in the opponent’s free zone, he/she is interfered with by 

an opponent from making a play on the ball. What signal is used 

by the referee to indicate the interference of the player from Team 

B?

Question 31 (Revised 2018): Is it permissible to wear a long-

sleeved shirt underneath the Volleyball Canada uniform shirt 

when the gym is too cold? Is it permissible to wear the 



 

referee jacket at Volleyball Canada National Championships 

when the gym is too cold? 

Question 32: The served ball hits the net and antenna before being 

played by the receiving team and the referee whistle for a service 

fault.  What signal does the 1st Referee use? What signal is used 

for a served ball that passes the net outside the antenna?

Question 33: What signal does the Line Judge show for when the 

ball is deemed “Out” as per Rule 8.4? 



 

 

 

o 

o 

o 

Question 34: For U Sport matches where the 2 libero system is 

being used, what should be recorded on the line up card to 

designate the Libero(s)? 

Question 35: Are players allowed to wear headbands?

http://www.volleyball.ca/en/development/referee/rules-amp-guidelines


 

Question 36: When only 2 line judges are used, where should the 

line judge be positioned when the server is on his/her side of the 

court? 

Question 37: What is the procedure for the referees and the match 
participants for when an injury to a player occurs on the court?  

Question 38: Are players permitted to yell during the opponent’s 
execution of service?  



 

Question 39: What is the correct notification procedure performed 
by R2 after the 5th (11th) and 6th (12th) substitution or 2nd 
timeout?  

Question 40 (New 2018): Are players required to wear the same 
shorts? 


