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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I am pleased to report 
that despite a very 
challenging year, we 
have made significant 
progress moving 
Volleyball Canada 
forward.  The fiscal crisis 
that we faced at the end 
of 2008 has now abetted 
and our finances are 
under control.  The same 
fiscal crisis also afforded 
us an extraordinary 
opportunity to review our 

staffing, policies and operational procedures.  We 
are now close to having a full complement of staff 
again.  There are many new employees and some 
veterans have assumed different roles.  I believe 
that the changes that have been made and are 
being made to our policies and protocols will result 
in a more effective and efficient organization.  The 
details of the past year will be documented in 
more detail in other parts of the Annual Report, but 
I would like to highlight some of this progress.

Financially, we have survived.  Through a 
combination of cost cutting, debt restructuring, 

negotiations with our debt holders, and simply 

better efficiencies, we were able to eliminate more 
than half our debt.  We face another challenging 
year financially, as we have had significant cuts 
in funding from government sources.  We have 
negotiated long-term repayment plans with the 
remainder of our creditors to ensure that we will 
have the necessary cash-flow to operate our 
programs,  In the meantime, we are working with 
Team Sports Partners to lobby for more consistent 
government revenues for team sports.  We were 
fortunate to retain virtually all our sponsors at 
the same levels as previous years and come to 
agreements with some new ones.  The challenge 
for the next year will be to maintain fiscal discipline, 
increase our revenues, and further diversify our 
revenue sources.
	
Our national teams are now operating with complete 
coaching and support staffs in three centres.  The 
Women’s Centre in Winnipeg continues to benefit 
from experienced hosts.  The Men’s Centre in 
Gatineau is up and running.  We are in the process 
of establishing a Beach Centre in Toronto.  Our 
Sitting Team has just completed a series of 
exhibition matches with Team USA.   I look forward 
to welcoming Arnd Ludwig, our new women’s coach 
and Lennard Krapp, our new beach volleyball coach.  
Our FISU men’s team finished with a silver medal 
last summer, the best international result for our 
men’s program for quite some time.  We wish our 
Junior Men’s Team good luck as they compete in 

the World Junior Men’s Championship this 
summer.  Both our senior teams will 
be in action this summer as they 
prepare to qualify for berths in the 
World Championships.

The National Championships continue 
to be well-attended.  Some continue to 
have waiting lists. I wish to thank the 
numerous VC and PTA staff members, 
volunteers and officials who make these 
events outstanding.  I would especially 
like to thank John Richard, who is 
stepping down as Chair of the Domestic 
Competitions Committee.  John has been 
a valuable contributor on the DCC for more 
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than ten years.  We now begin the task of initiating 
the 2012 mega-tournament.  The bid  books have 
been sent out and bids have been received and are 
being evaluated.

We have repaired our relationships with both the 
FIVB and NORCECA.  As our finances improve, we 
will be more able to support Canadian participation 
in these two organizations.  Certainly, our 
international  officials are in high demand.  Several 
will be on the stand in both FIVB and NORCECA 
events this summer.  I was recently elected to the 
NORCECA Board of Administration, and Alan Ahac 
has been appointed as a World League Supervisor.  
It is very likely that Canada will be able to assume 
more leadership in these organizations as we 
become financially stronger.

Work continues on the National Registration 
System.  This project has experienced delays, but 
we need to make sure that the system works and 
can meet the capacity for both our present and 
future needs.  In fact, VC will need to review all 
its technology requirements.  We not only need to 
maintain an accurate database, we also need to 
take advantage of webcasting, Facebook, Twitter, 
linkedin and other internet applications which are 
essential to our delivery of value-added services 
such as the electronic newsletter and an enhanced, 
interactive VC website.

At the 2009 AGM, one of the chief topics of 
discussion will be the revision of Gameplan 
2012.  Earlier this year, the staff, the Board, and 
representatives from every VC committee met to 
begin the initial revision of the strategic plan.  The 
draft, once vetted, amended and accepted by the 
PTA’s will provide a more focussed and realistic 
blueprint to grow volleyball in Canada for the next 
three years, and hopefully beyond.  An integral 
element of the revised plan will be expanding our 
membership.  I believe we need a national strategy 
to include as members, the many groups who play 
volleyball, but who are presently not represented by 
Volleyball Canada. 

I wish to close by thanking John-Paul Cody-
Cox, our Executive Director and all our staff and 
volunteers for helping us through a sometimes 
difficult year.  I, once again, thank our PTA’s for their 

patience and cooperation.  I look forward to the 
next year as we complete projects already started 
and initiate new ones. I think we will continue to 
strengthen existing relationships with our present 
partners and sponsors and build some new ones.  
I hope all of you will share my enthusiasm and 
optimism as we work together to enhance volleyball 
in Canada.
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YEAR IN REVIEW
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BEACH HIGH PERFORMANCE COMMITTEE

Canada’s Beach National Team endured some 
difficult and sad moments this past year, but 
also ushered in a new beginning of sorts with a 
new direction and structure as we start the new 
Quadrennial.

For the first time since Beach Volleyball entered 
the Olympics as a sport Canada did not qualify a 
team in either the men’s or women’s categories. 
In addition on the athlete side Canadian legend 
Mark Heese retired after the Olympic Qualification 
process. 

On the staff side things have changed dramatically. 
Earlier in the year Julien Boucher was named 
High Performance Director and Lennard Krapp, 
former German National Team Coach, was hired 
as Canada’s first National Team Head Coach. 
The program also went back to the future with the 
addition of Suzanne Judd as Beach National Team 
Coordinator.

The National Team program itself was altered as 
focus moves from funding beach teams to investing 
in National Team coaching resources and a training 
centre concept. Toronto was chosen as the initial 
base of operations with an eye on expanding into 
different parts of the country at some point (when 
budgets permit). Several potential facilities are 
being pursued as indoor/
outdoor training 
options. Training 
camp will take 
place at the end of 
June until the end 
of July for all carded 
athletes -with a focus 
on L2W athletes.

Among one of the 
biggest challenges 
moving forward for 
the program is the loss 
of Own the Podium 
funding (dropped 

from $275,000 in 2007 to $0 in 2009) and how 
to replace that money. And as with most NSO’s 
carding has been cut for beach volleyball - down to 
5 from 7 cards per gender in 2010.
	
2008 International Results
No Training to Win (T2W) athletes qualified for 
Beijing
Men - Hesse-Cadieux: 26th – Leinemann: 41st

Women - Martin-Cooke: 31st – Lessard-Maxwell: 
36th

1st place finish for Mondor-Boileau in Cyprus 
(Challenger event)

3rd place finish for Kruger-Simek in 2 Challenger 
events: Brno and Chennai

2008 Selection Camp
Selected 16 male athletes and 14 female athletes 
for 2009 Beach National Team
o Training to Win: 2 males + 2 females
o Learning to Win: 4 males + 3 females
o Training to Compete: 10 males + 9 females All    
   athletes to train in Toronto in July 09

Upcoming in 2009-2010
Adjustments to National Team selection camp/
process
o August 2009 – after National Championships     
                 instead of December 

o Focus on T2W / L2W 
athletes only (full-time 
beach athletes)
o T2C athletes to be 
selected in May/June 2010

MEN’S INDOOR HIGH 
PERFORMANCE 
COMMITTEE

The start of the 2008 
season was a tough 
one for the Men’s 
Indoor National Team. 
In early January of 
2008, the team failed 
to qualify for the 



Beijing Olympic Games after finishing 4th at the 
NORCECA Zone Olympic Qualifier in Puerto Rico, 
behind USA (eventual Beijing Gold medalists), 
Puerto Rico and Cuba. This result came soon 
after the news that the Men’s program would not 
be financially supported by ‘Own the Podium’ for 
their participation in the FIVB World League for 
2008, after being funded in 2007. Considering this, 
the team re-focused their efforts with the future in 
mind and success at the Pan Am Cup in Winnipeg 
(2nd place finish - qualifying for the 2009 America’s 
Cup) and qualification for the 2009 World Junior 
Championship have given the team some new 
positive momentum.

Now 2009 begins a new era for the Men’s National 
Volleyball Team in many ways. The Men’s program 
has recently made the move to a new host training 
site in Gatineau, QC. After calling Winnipeg their 
home since 1997, a new province and community 
will now be supporting the program in hopes that 
they can help the team achieve their ultimate goal 
of Olympic Qualification in London 2012. A new 
group of young motivated athletes also take over 
the program from veterans such as Paul Duerden, 
Murray Grapentine and Scott Koskie, who have 
recently retired from the national team program. 
Players such as Gavin Schmitt and Adam Kaminski 
will now join young veterans Steve Brinkman and 
Fred Winters to bring the team to new levels of 
performance within our NORCECA Zone and world 
competitions.

2008 International Results
III Pan American Cup - Winnipeg, MB (June 2-7)
June 2 vs. TTO (3-0) 
June 3 vs. PUR (3-0) 
June 4 vs. DOM (3-0) 
June 6 vs. MEX (3-1) 
June 7 vs. USA (1-3)  (2nd Place Finish)
Individual Awards: Best Spiker - Gavin Schmitt

Canada vs. Australia (Exhibition Series) Winnipeg, 
MB (July 31 & August 5)
July 31 vs. AUS (3-1) 
August 5 vs. AUS (3-1)

World Challenge Club Volleyball Cup - Rosario & 
Santa Fe, Argentina (September 9 – 14)

September 9 vs. Bolivar (0-3) 
September 10 vs. Unisul (1-3) 
September 11 vs. UC Irvine (3-1) 

Bolivar Cup - Buenos Aires, Argentina (September 
2 – 6)
September 2 vs. Cimed (0-3) 
September 3 vs. Bolivar (0-3) 
September 4 vs. UC Irvine (3-0) 
September 6 vs. UC Irvine (3-1) (3rd Place finish)
	
Upcoming in 2009-2010:
June 13-21	 Pan American Cup (Mexico)
July 1-12	 25th Universiade - FISU Games 		
                      (Belgrade, Serbia)
July 20-26	 Host Exhibition Series vs. Australia                             
                      (ON/QC)
Jul 30-Aug 9	 Junior WorldChampionship (India)
Aug 12-17	 World Championship Qualifier  
                      (Cuba)
Sept 19-28	 America’s Cup (Brazil)
Oct 3-11	 Norceca Championship (Puerto               
                      (Rico)

Ultimate performance objective for the team 
this year is qualification to the 2010 World 
Championships.

WOMEN’S INDOOR HIGH PERFORMANCE 
COMMITTEE

In December 2007 the women’s  team completed 
their quadrennial cycle at the NORCECA Zone 
Olympic Qualifier in Mexico where it fell one match 
short of Olympic Qualification, losing to #3 world 
ranked Cuba in the tournament’s final match. 2008 
served primarily as a training season to prepare 
athletes for the future, with competitions in June at 
the annual Pan Am Cup and an exhibition series 
held in Winnipeg in August against the Denso 
Airybees, a professional club team from Japan.
Now 2009 begins a new era for the Women’s 
National Volleyball Team in several ways. The 
women’s national team recently hired a new Head 
Coach, Arnd Ludwig (Lupo), to lead them through 
this next Olympic cycle to 2012. A new group 
of young motivated athletes also take over the 
program from veterans such as Annie Levesque, 

2  0  0 8  -  2  0  0  9      V  O  L  L  E  Y  B  A  L  L      C  A  N  A  D  A      A  N  N  U  A  L      R  E  P  O  R  T

 



Emily Cordonier and Melissa Raymond, who have 
recently retired from the national team program. 
Players such as Jennifer Hinze and Janie Guimond 
now join young veterans such as Tammy Mahon, 
Larissa Cundy and Tasha Holness, to bring the 
team to new levels of performance within our 
NORCECA Zone and world competitions.

2008 International Results 
Canada vs. Denso Airybees - Japan (Exhibition 
Series) Winnipeg, MB (July 31 & August 5)
July 31 vs. Denso (3-0) 
August 5 vs. Denso (0-3) 
	
VII Pan American Cup -Mexicali & Tijuana, Mexico 
(May 31 - June 7)
	 May 31 vs. CUB (3-2)
	 June 1 vs. BRA (1-3) 
	 June 2 vs. VEN (3-0) 
	 June 3 vs. PUR (3-1) 
	 June 4 vs. PER (3-0) 
	 June 5 vs. ARG (2-3)**
	 June 6 vs. VEN (2-3) 
	 June 7 vs. PER (2-3)  (8th Place Finish)

** 2 points from qualifying for the semi-finals and 
qualifying for the 2009 World Grand Prix

Upcoming in 2009-2010
May 18 - 21 Women’s 
Selection Camp (Winnipeg)
June 8 - 13 Exhibition Series 
vs. Peru (Winnipeg)
June 24 - July 5 Women’s Pan 
American Cup (Miami, USA)
July 1 - 12  25th Universiade 
FISU Games (Belgrade)
July 8 - 10 World 
Championship Qualifying   
Tournament (Puerto Rico)
September 20 - 28 Women’s 
NORCECA Continental 
Championship (Puerto Rico)

Ultimate performance 
objective for the team this year 
is qualification to the 2010 
World Championships.
DISABLED VOLLEYBALL 
COMMITTEE

Sitting Volleyball

For the Sitting Volleyball National Teams 2008-09 
was a year for further development of the men’s 
and women’s programs

The men have 10-12 committed players on the 
team with another 10 or so on the depth chart, 
while the women have 8-10 committed players on 
the team with an added 5-6 on the depth chart. 
We have advanced steadily on the technical front 
with both teams.

Canada’s Sitting volleyball national teams 
competed against USA national teams on two 
occasions – July 2008, and March 2009.  Results 
improved for both teams, and the programs, 
especially the men’s, is showing marked 
improvement when compared to the men’s USA 
team, which has several athletes training full-time in 
Oklahoma.

Canada did not compete in any formal sitting 
volleyball international competition in 2008-09 that 
would have contributed points to our world ranking.

Standing Volleyball

Although we had 
planned and budgeted 
to attend the 2008 World 
Cup Standing Volleyball 
in Slovakia, cashflow did 
not permit it.

Sport Canada continues 
to refuse to fund 
standing volleyball, a 
trend that is not likely to 
change

Domestic Development 

On the domestic front 
opportunities continue to 
expand through various 
channels and partners.
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o City and club-run pick-up and introductory    	
programs operating in Vancouver, Edmonton, 
Toronto and Montreal
o Train-to-train sessions run with students from 
University of Toronto, Seneca College, Georgian 
College and Centenial College
o A demonstration event was conducted at the 
Active Living conference with students from 
Fanshaw, Niagara, Georgian, Seneca and Centenial 
Colleges
o Volleyball Canada participated in Celebrate the 
Olympic Spirit event at Canadian National Exhibition
o In addition, a demonstration was presented at the 
City Mix event Nathan Philips Square in Toronto
o The committee’s next pilot project is in conjunction 
with Variety Village and OVA  where we are working 
together to deliver a combined developmental and 
elite level training program at the Variety Village 
complex in Toronto

DOMESTIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Needed resources were added to assist unloading 
technical development responsibilities of newly 
appointed Julien Boucher – Volleyball Canada hired 
former technical  Doug Anton on contract as Youth 
Development Coordinator (Mini, NCCP, NTCC).

During the course of the last and this upcoming 
year the committee is managing several initiatives, 
including :

LTAD Implementation 

The year in LTAD implementation had a lot of items 
to implement and track to see the impact of various 
changes to rules and events, including:

o Reviewing 13U competition formats in targeted 
provinces (ON, AB)
o Tracking feedback from new playing rules (no 
libero – overhand serve receive rule)
o Re-visiting over-aged high school 18U athletes
o 21U High Performance Camp adjusted to a more 
individual approach rather than provincial team (May 
2008 in Winnipeg – 26 male and 20 female athletes)
o New NTCC concept (in development) – tied in with 
Junior National Team program (18U/19U)
o Sport Canada has completed its LTAD funding to 
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Volleyball Canada – the total $70,000 allocated to 
Volleyball Canada has been distributed in $15,000 
chunks over the last several years, no more 
money is in the pipeline at the moment for this 
area.
	
Coaching

o Indoor/Beach NCCP Meeting March 23-24, 2009 
in Toronto
o CAC grant to implement coaching PD 
opportunities with Indoor National teams

Mini / Atomic

As part of the expected evolution Volleyball 
Canada operated a successful P/TA grant 
program:

o Funding provided for the operation of  grassroots 
community outreach programs
o 5 PSOs received funding (BC, AB, ON, SK, QC)
o 22,058 people participated in program
o Have applied for additional funding to operate 
the program again in 2009-10

BEACH DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

LTAD Implementation and Athlete Development

The BDC held a U19/U21 Selection/Identification 
Camp in Toronto May 2008. Approximately 
75 athletes identified and participated in the 
camp. The highlight from the 4 teams sent to 
World Championships is the 5th place finish by 
Podstawka-Groenveld at U21 Men’s WC.

Coaching 

This area has been somewhat challenging for staff 
as the CAC has 5 different consultants managing 
the volleyball file since March 2008 (this is on par 
with other sports). Regardless, several activities 
took place and have been in the works, including:

o A combined Indoor/Beach NCCP Meeting was 
held March 23-24, 2009 in Toronto. 
o Beach Level 3 clinic held in Toronto – May 2008 
o Targeted Canada Games coaches
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o Work continues of the development of a CAC 
grant to implement coaching PD opportunities with 
Beach National team 

DOMESTIC COMPETITION COMMITTEE

2008-2009 has been an exciting year for the DCC. 
706 teams participated in the four 2008 Canadian 
Open Youth Championships, increasing slightly 
from the previous year. It hosted a pilot in the 13U 
category, which saw 17 teams participating. The 
tournament was hosted in conjunction with the 14U 
West Open. The DCC also sanctioned the Senior/
Master Canadian Open that was hosted by Rally 
Pointe in Calgary and saw 16 teams participate in 
3 categories. This event hadn’t been hosted since 
2006. 

The DCC also selected the hosts for the 2010-
2011 Canadian Opens. The hosts are the SVA 
(14U West Open), Club Envolley/VBQ (14/15/16U 
East Open), the AVA (15/16U West Open, as well 
as Volleyball BC (17/18U Open).
Finally, the DCC conducted a feasibility study 
for the 2012 Canadian Open vision event.  The 
study revealed that a few cities in the country 
had the facilities needed to host this event 
and that it was financially viable to do so. 
The findings were presented to the Board in 
February and the DCC was approved to move 
forward and call for bids. It hopes to have a 
host selected by June 2009. 

BEACH COMPETITIONS COMMITTEE

The 2008 Beach Nationals were hosted in 
a partnership between the BCC and the 
Ontario Volleyball Association. 296 teams 
in 14 categories from 11 provinces and 
territories participated, making it the best 
national representation ever! For 2009 the 
BCC plans to move forward with a new 
hosting model. P/T associations would 
host the Nationals instead of the BCC and 
Volleyball Canada. 

In addition, the BCC built and posted a 

comprehensive Beach Event Calendar in 2008 
on the VC website, which included all provincial 
and territorial events received. It also continued 
the established annual practice of reviewing and 
consulting with the P/Ts on best practices, current 
plans and calendars of events. It plans to continue 
building upon these relationships and practices. 



STAFF

Executive Director		  John-Paul Cody-Cox
High Performance Director	Julien Boucher
Financial Manager		  Linden Leung
Director Operations   	 John Blacher
Office Manager		  Andreanne Lefebvre
Natl. Events Coordinator    Marieve Millaire
Natl. Team Coordinator	 Emilie Archambault
Natl. Team Coordinator	 Nicole Mailey
Technical Coordinator	 Phil Allen
Communications		  Tricia Van Der Grient

Men’s Head Coach		  Glenn Hoag
Men’s Assistant Coach	 Vincent Pichette

Women’s Head Coach	 Arnd Ludwig

Beach Head Coach		 Lennard Krapp
Beach Team Coordinator	 Suzanne Judd

Sitting Head Coach         	 Larry Matthews

Sitting Assistant Coach     	Kerry Macdonald

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Hugh Wong

Members At Large
Brian Newman
Rob Hall
Mark Eckert
Dan MacIntosh
Debra Armstrong

Athlete Representative
Greg Williscroft

PROVINCIAL/TERRITORIAL DELEGATES

North West Territories	      Abe Theil
Yukon				        Tara Wardle
British Columbia		       Jill Long
Alberta		                   Leigh Goldie
Saskatchewan		       Dalene Philips
Manitoba			        Leanne Leskiw
Ontario			        Brenda Willis
Quebec			        Charles Cardinal
New Brunswick		       John Richard
Nova Scotia			        Eugene Tan
Prince Edward Island  	      Krista Walsh
NewFoundland and Labrador Eric Hiscock
Nunavut			        Kyle Seeley

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Referee 			   Pat Thorne
Women’s National Team 	 Pierre Beaudin
Men’s National Team	 Boris Tyzuk
Beach High Performance	 Orest Stanko
Disabled			   Lawrence Flynn
Domestic Competition	 John Richard
Domestic Development	 Julien Boucher
Beach Competition		  David Caughran
Beach Development           Ed Drakich
Awards and Recognition	 Marlene Hoffman
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PROGRAM COMMITTEES

DOMESTIC DEVLOPMENT

Chair 			  Julien Boucher
Members		  Keith Hansen
			   Phil Hudson
			   Dustin Reid
			   Monnette Boudreau-Carroll
			   Jason Grieve
			   Glenn Hoag
			 
DOMESTIC COMPETITION

Chair			   John Richard
Members		  Doug Sally
			   Christine Powers
			   Bruce Stafford
			   Dan Medford
			   Randy Wilson

DISABLED

Chair			   Lawrence Flynn
Members		  Wayne Hellquist
			   Michael Bartholdy

MEN’S NT HIGH PERFORMANCE

Chair			   Boris Tyzuk
Members		  Georges Laplante
			   Terry Danyluk
			   Kent Greves
			   Marc Albert
			   Jules Martens

WOMEN’S NT HIGH PERFORMANCE

Chair			   Pierre Beaudin
Members		  Melanie Sanford
			   Doug Reimer
			   Lionel Woods
			   Diane Scott
			   Melissa Raymond

BEACH DEVELOPMENT

Chair			   Ed Drakich
Members		  Vincent Larivee
			   Jason Trepanier
			   Chris Densmore
			   Nicolas Mousseau

BEACH COMPETITION

Chair			   David Caughran
Members		  Cal Wohlford
			   Eric Lawlor
			   Eric Moffatt 
			 

BEACH HIGH PERFORMANCE

Chair 			  Orest Stanko
Members		  John Barrett
			   Dana Cooke
			   Dominique Duchaine
			   Marie-Andree Lessard
			   Jessi Lelliott

REFEREE 

Chair			   Pat Thorne
Members		  Peter Henry
			   Debbie Jackson
			   Neal Konowalyk
			   Andre Trottier
			   Eric Lawlor
			   Malcolm Mousseau
			   Randy Wilson 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

Chair			   Marlene Hoffman
Members		  Wayne Hellquist
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PARTNERS 

National Team Partners 

Beach National Teams
Ontario Volleyball Association
Canadian Sport Centre Ontario
Beach Blast

Disabled National Teams
Canadian Paralympic Committee
Canadian Forces
BC Disability Sport
Sportability BC
Glenrose Rehabilitation Centre

Men’s Indoor National Team
City of Gatineau
Province of Quebec
Volleyball Quebec
Royal LePage – Outaouais
Physio Outaouais
Clarion Hotel

Women’s Indoor National Team 
City of Winnipeg
Province of Manitoba
Sport Manitoba
Canadian Sport Centre Manitoba
CanadInns
Cangene

Volleyball Canada Partners 

Corporate Partners

Suppliers
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